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Logan Municipal Council       Logan, Utah            October 2, 2012 

 

 Minutes of the meeting of the Logan Municipal Council convened in regular 

session on Tuesday, October 2, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. in the Logan City Municipal Council 

Chamber, 290 North 100 West, Logan, Utah. Chairman Dean Quayle conducting. 

 

 Council members present at the beginning of the meeting: Chairman Dean 

Quayle, Councilmember Herm Olsen, Councilmember Karl B. Ward and Councilmember 

Tom Jensen. Administration present:  Attorney Kymber Housley, Finance Director 

Richard Anderson, Acting Mayor Mark Nielsen and City Recorder Teresa Harris.  

Excused: Mayor Randy Watts and Vice Chairman Holly Daines. 

 

 OPENING CEREMONY.  
 

Miss Cache Valley Lindsay Lopez gave the opening thought and led the audience in the 

pledge of allegiance.  

 

Chairman Quayle welcomed those present. There were approximately 42 citizens in the 

audience at the beginning of the meeting.  

 

 Meeting Minutes.  Minutes of the council meeting from September 18, 2012 

were reviewed and approved with minor changes.   

 

   Meeting Agenda.  Chairman Quayle announced at tonight’s meeting there would 

be two public hearings.  

 

Councilmember Ward asked for a discussion regarding consideration for a fire nuisance 

resolution be added to the agenda. 

 

Chairman Quayle also added under Mayor/Staff Reports an update from Zan Murray, 

JUB Engineering regarding the canal project. 

 

Chairman Quayle announced that the Logan City School District would like to host a 

joint meeting with the Logan Municipal Council on Tuesday, October 30 at 5:30 p.m. at 

the Logan City School District office. Agenda items for the joint meeting will be posted 

in the coming weeks.  

 

Meeting Schedule.  Chairman Quayle announced that regular council meetings 

would be held the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 5:30 p.m. The next regular 

council meeting is Tuesday, October 16, 2012.  

 

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL.  

 

No questions for the Mayor or Council.  
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MAYOR/ STAFF REPORTS. 

 

Logan River Golf Course Update – Russ Akina. 

 

Mr. Akina gave an update on the Logan River Golf Course. He said the golf course is 

doing well and is moving in a positive direction. Revenues are ahead of expenditures at 

this time. The objective for the golf course is to end the fiscal year, ending June 30, in the 

positive and hope there are not weather episodes that change this objective. He will 

continue to watch and see what happens in the Spring with weather conditions. Any 

flooding that might occur will be managed accordingly. They are still awaiting the 

finishing work of the river bank restoration with FEMA and the contractor of the 

restoration project. There is still work to do on the river bank to mitigate any flooding 

that might occur in the future. With the low water level in the Logan River at this time, 

crews have been able to get a lot of work completed. He stated the revenues these last 

few months are more typical of what the golf course has done in the past. They still have 

work to do in getting back their customer base and they will spend time doing this during 

the off season.   

 

Councilmember Jensen said one of the reasons for the construction of a new clubhouse 

was to bring in more tournaments and other events. He asked if this is occurring at the 

golf course?  

 

Mr. Akina responded for tournaments the amount is the same but they want to get above 

that amount. They did receive more rentals for the clubhouse than in previous years.  

 

Willow Park Zoo Update – Russ Akina.   

 

Parks & Recreation Director Russ Akina gave an update on the Willow Park Zoo. He said 

with the help of the Logan City Legal Department a transfer of assets agreement has been 

drafted and the Zoo Board will review this document which will transfer ownership from 

Logan City to the Zoo Board. The board is also involved in the efforts of the reallocation 

of RAPZ funds for the Zoo. The board is considering six candidates for the position of 

Zoo Superintendant and will make a selection in the coming weeks.   

 

Canal Update – Mark Nielsen. 

 

Zan Murray from JUB Engineering gave an update on the canal project. He stated that 

work is progressing along the 1500 North alignment and 2400 feet of pipe has been 

installed at this time and work is going well. This past Sunday, water was pulled out of 

the canal and work will begin near the golf course and in Logan Canyon. Vegetation 

along this area will be removed and they will also remove some of the rock to make 

improvements near Logan Canyon. They currently are doing public involvement outreach 

with citizens that live along the canal and are doing door to door meeting with property 

owners and setting up individual appointments if needed to answer any questions that 

residents might have regarding the canal project. The next section of canal that will be 

under construction is the Logan Northern Canal which will start at 1500 North and will 

progress to the South. After that, work will begin on the upper canal and will go from 

North to South. They will not do any rock blasting in Logan Canyon; they will be using 
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chippers instead. There will be an enclosed box culvert from Logan Canyon entering the 

golf course so rock and debris does not enter the canal. 

 

Councilmember Olsen asked from the golf course to the Dewitt Springs is there a 

maximum cost provision in the contract with the contractor and does the contractor have 

insurance in case there is a cost overrun.  

 

Mr. Murray responded yes, there is a provision in the contract for cost overruns and the 

contractor has insurance to cover construction related items. There is also a bond in place 

and the contract is with Cache County. 

 

Councilmember Jensen asked if a lawsuit has come forward regarding the canal. 

 

City Attorney Kymber Housley responded at this time, Logan City has not been served 

with a lawsuit.  

 

Councilmember Olsen said it was his understanding that the lawsuit would be filed on 

October 1 but does not know if it has or will be at this time.  

 

Mr. Murray said JUB has not been served with a lawsuit. They are working with the 

residents along the canal and are making an effort to answer all of their questions. He 

said the walkthrough with the residents today went well and they were appreciative of the 

efforts made to keep them informed.  

 

Councilmember Jensen asked about the betterments of the canal project.  

 

Councilmember Olsen asked if a discussion has been held with the golf course about 

improvements that benefit them and also a public trail in this area. 

 

Public Works Director Mark Nielsen responded that he will address the betterments for 

the project. He distributed a list of the Cache Water Restoration Project proposed 

betterments for the Council to review. He will schedule a meeting to talk with the new 

president at the Logan Golf and Country Club Dave Clark. The meeting will include 

Councilmember Olsen and Councilmember Daines. He will also present a budget 

resolution to the Council at the October 16 council meeting.  

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS.  

 

At the September 18, 2012 council meeting, Councilmember Ward asked Fire Chief Jeff 

Peterson and Kymber Housley to look into an appropriate response to problems that have 

occurred from recreational fires in residential neighborhoods. He and Councilmember 

Daines witnessed a recreational fire in a residential neighborhood and they both feel this 

is a problem.  

 

Logan Fire Chief Jeff Peterson addressed the Council regarding the recreational fire issue 

and said he will present a proposed ordinance to the Council at the October 16 council 

meeting.  He asked for clarification from the Council and asked is it reasonable that 

someone can’t have their window open and enjoy a breeze coming through because their 
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neighbor is having a fire. On the other hand, is it reasonable that someone can never have 

a fire in their backyard because the smoke will go into their neighbor’s yard.  He feels 

there are ways to address both issues and if not, the Council will have to decide if there 

should be no regulations or a ban on recreational fires.  

 

Councilmember Ward said the neighbors involved don’t want to ban recreational fires but 

want to find a happy medium of what can be done.  

 

Councilmember Olsen said an ordinance should be drafted for all Logan City and should 

not be specific to a situation or neighborhood.  

 

Mr. Housley asked the Council to consider the idea of regulating in the two areas of air 

quality and frequency. Also, limit how many recreational fires can be held each week and 

not get into a nuisance issue. He said there are differences on what one person would 

consider a nuisance and what another person may not and that is the difficulty. 

Regulating on the issue of air quality is something that can be measured. 

 

Councilmember Olsen said there is both criminal nuisance and civil nuisance to consider. 

The problem with criminal nuisance is there has to be a quantifiable amount of distress 

which creates the nuisance. There is a cost to a civil nuisance but legally it is plausible.  

 

Chief Peterson said he has checked around the State of Utah for similar ordinances on 

restricting fires and what others are doing.  

 

Mr. Housley said he can draft minimal regulation and see if that works and can refine as 

needed.   

 

ACTION ITEMS. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING - Budget Adjustment FY 2012-13 appropriating: $130,073 for 

the 21
st
 Century Grant; $400,000 for the County Road Tax Grant (Public Works 

Grants); $3,100,000 for the County Road Tax Grant (Public Works Class C) – 

Resolution 12-63. 

 

Chairman Quayle opened the meeting to a public hearing. 

 

There were no comments and Chairman Quayle closed the public hearing. 

 

ACTION.  Motion by Councilmember Ward seconded by Councilmember Olsen to 

approve Res. 12-63 as presented. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Consideration of a proposed resolution designating a 

Downtown Assessment Area 02, City of Logan, Cache County Utah – Resolution 12-

61. 

 

Councilmember Jensen said the Council has received a lot of comments and petitions 

regarding the proposed downtown assessment area. He suggested that discussions move 

toward a resolution committee where there are representative from those who are for and 
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against the assessment and work together to find a solution. This is not a tax and will not 

increase every year, there is a sunset clause of 5 years. He feels there are better ways to 

resolve this issue and revenue should be found elsewhere such as the general fund or 

redevelopment agency money. He said it comes down to the question of do we want to 

improve and have a vital downtown? He reminded the Council that Logan City spent a 

lot of time and money on the Downtown Specific Plan which outlines work items to keep 

the downtown vital. The question is if we want to follow what is stated in the Downtown 

Specific Plan and where will the funding come from? He suggested a resolution 

committee that will work together and come back to the Council with ideas and 

suggestions.  

 

Mr. Housley said the Council can continue this public hearing and go a different 

direction. The way the statue is written the Council has to make a decision either to 

approve the assessment or not approve the assessment.   

 

Councilmember Olsen said there is a specific resolution in front of the Council at this 

time and they have heard both negative and positive comments. He has also met with 

individuals who have good ideas on how to do an assessment. He feels it would be 

valuable to look at how we can merge these ideas together with an improved resolution. 

This cannot be done tonight and he feels this resolution should be postponed until other 

ideas can be heard and a plan can come back to the Council.  

 

Mr. Housley says the statute regarding assessment areas states there is no time limit but 

suggested the Council should not go past the end of this year in making a decision.  

 

Chairman Quayle agreed with the suggestion of postponing a decision tonight and to get 

more information. 

 

Councilmember Ward said regarding the Downtown Specific Plan, he feels the Council 

should go through the plan and decided what should be funded, how it will be funded and 

get direction on how this should be done. He said the reality is we are requiring people to 

pay for something that most are opposed to and the resolution that approves the 

assessment says it’s an assessment agreed to by benefited properties, he feels that isn’t 

the case. He agreed with Councilmember Jensen’s proposal to look at other options and 

there is no question that we want a viable downtown.  

 

Councilmember Jensen said as he looks at the Downtown Specific Plan most of the 

activities are done by volunteers. There is also money available for promotions but it has 

to have funding and someone to pull it all together.  

 

Downtown Manager Gary Saxton addressed the Council. He said decisions have been 

made to help the Council in their decision on the assessment area. He distributed a 

spreadsheet of the protests received during the protest period and other protests that have 

been received after the protest period. He recently met with Cody Reeder, owner of the 

Clock Tower Plaza in the area of 500 North and after talking with him could not come to 

an agreement. Since that meeting, the 500-600 North block area has been removed and he 

has altered the boundary to end at 500 North. There was confusion regarding residential 

property owners and said the purpose is to improve the area within the special assessment 
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area and to bring residential housing to the area. No residential property will be assessed, 

the purpose is to get more people to live and shop in downtown. The other item that has 

changed is to reduce the time of the assessment from 5 years to 3 years and the 

assessment amount will not increase during this time period. He is open to the Council’s 

suggestion of other funding for the downtown. He reminded the Council that the 

Downtown Specific Plan calls out for a downtown manager of the Alliance who is the 

lead for the projects in the downtown and it was on the advice from the Council for the 

Downtown Alliance to become self funded by the end of 2012.   

 

Councilmember Jensen stated that Economic Development Director Kirk Jensen has also 

worked with the Alliance and feels he should be charged to lead and organize a resolution 

committee to look at other options for the assessment. 

 

ACTION.  Motion by Councilmember Jensen to continue approval of Resolution 12-61 

until the October 16, 2012 Council meeting and identify a resolution committee to review 

other alternatives for the Downtown Assessment Area with Logan City Economic 

Development Director Kirk Jensen organizing this committee. Seconded by 

Councilmember Olsen to continue Res. 12-61 as presented. Motion carried unanimously 

 

WORKSHOP ITEMS.  

 

Budget Adjustment FY 2012-13 appropriating: $1,696,000 for the bond refinancing 

resulting in a net present value savings of $99,916; $25,000 for the Distracted 

Driving Grant; ($54,257) to reduce the County Road Tax Grant after reconciling 

what was actually awarded for the grant; $23,349 for the purchase of a police 

vehicle – Resolution 12-65 – Richard Anderson.  

 

Finance Director Richard Anderson explained the proposed budget adjustment.  This will 

be a public hearing and action item at the October 16, 2012 council meeting.  

 

Discussion: 500 North 200 East Roundabout – Mark Nielsen.  

 

Public Works Director Mark Nielsen addressed the Council regarding a proposed 

roundabout at the intersection of 500 North 200 East. He asked the Council for feedback 

on how to come to a decision regarding the roundabout at this location. In a previous 

council meeting several things were addressed such as safety for pedestrians, safety for 

the handicap and others using the roundabout. This is a single lane roundabout with rapid 

flashing beacons. He said this is not a black and white decision and there are a lot of 

studies regarding the safety of roundabouts. Generally, a roundabout crash is less severe 

because the speeds are lower; the concern is how pedestrians get across the roundabout.  

He said in the future a change will have to occur due to increased traffic along the 200 

East corridor. He feels if we don’t do a roundabout at this time we’ll need to do a signal 

light so traffic still flows and we will work with UDOT to make sure there is not a delay 

in traffic moving through. The flashing lights are pedestrian activated for the blind and all 

pedestrians who are approaching the roundabout.  It alerts the driver to be cautious that a 

pedestrian is crossing through the roundabout.  
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Mr. Nielsen said pedestrian counts per hour are not that high and he does not believe 

pedestrians will cause a traffic backup at 500 North 200 East. 

 

Councilmember Ward said he is leaning toward the option of a single lane roundabout 

with flashing lights at 500 North 200 East.   

 

Mr. Nielsen said a one-way couplet study will take several years to complete and he feels 

something needs to be done at this time. A demonstration for the public on how to use a 

roundabout can be done and other meetings can be scheduled with residents to answer 

questions.  

 

The council member’s in attendance stated they all support the 500 North 200 East 

roundabout proposal. 

 

Mr. Nielsen will prepare a resolution and will present this to the Council at the October 

16, 2012 council meeting.  

 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS. 

 

No other considerations for the Mayor or Council.  

 

ADJOURN.  

 

There being no further business to come before the Council, meeting adjourned at 6:45 

p.m. 

 

 

 

Teresa Harris, Deputy City Recorder 


